
 

 
 
DATE: December 4, 2019 
TO: Sumner - Bonney Lake School District Board of Directors 
FROM: Steve Sjolund, Executive Director for Secondary 
RE: AP/IB Annual Report 
   
Purpose: The purpose of this report is to inform the Board of Directors regarding AP and IB programs at 
Bonney Lake High School and Sumner High School respectively. 
 
Vision 2020 - GOAL 1:  We will provide equitable access to a rigorous, standards-based education and 
eliminate disparities among all groups to ensure each student meets or exceeds state and district standards, 
graduates on time and is career or college ready.  
  
Relation to Board Policy:  

● Policy 2195, Academic Acceleration  
  
Background Information:  
Bonney Lake High School--Advanced Placement (AP)  
Advanced Placement (AP) is an internationally recognized program that allows students to take college level 
courses in high school.  BLHS offers AP options to all students grades 9-12 interested in pursuing a 
challenging course of study. Students may select AP courses in a variety of subject areas. Students who take 
6 AP courses, including AP Seminar and AP Research, and score a 3 or above on all 6 tests are eligible to 
earn an AP Capstone Diploma.  
  
Sumner High School--International Baccalaureate (IB)  
The International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Program is offered at SHS and is available to 11th and 12th 
grade students.  The IB program is a rigorous college preparatory program designed to challenge 
academically-focused students to be scholars, thinkers and humanitarians.  SHS students may take 1-5 IB 
courses as course candidates or they may take 6 IB courses, testing in all 6 in order to pursue the IB Diploma. 
SHS also offers an AP class in Calculus.  
  
Budget and/or Projected Costs: Instructional Services has allocated $33,750 to support the costs of AP and 
IB in the 2019-20 school year. Nearly all of this year’s budget is for the purchase of curriculum resources 
including new textbooks, novels and annual license fees. Approximately $4,000 of the budget is to ensure 
AP/IB resources are available to meet any needs due to increased enrollment. At the building level, AP/IB 
related costs are covered through a combination of funds given to each building specifically for program costs 
and the use of building funds. At BLHS, the district provides $10,000. Approximately $5,000 of additional costs 
are covered by the building. At SHS, the district provides $45,000 and any additional costs would come from 
their building budget. Each year’s costs can vary depending upon the number of staff needing training as well 
as paying for substitutes or other costs related to the annual exams taken.  
  
Equity:  To ensure equity of access to AP and IB courses, the classes are open to all students.  

● Approximately 55% of students taking AP/IB classes are male, while 45% are female.  



 

 
● Ethnicity designations for the three largest student groups taking AP/IB courses are 75.21% white, 10% 

Hispanic/Latino, and 10% Two or More Races. Overall district student ethnicity demographics are 
73.0% white, 13.8% Hispanic/Latino, and 9.1% Two or More Races. The data shows a small 
disproportionality of non-white student participation in AP and IB classes.  

 
Both AP and IB courses provide a dual credit opportunity. Students can earn high school credit for the course 
and college credit. In the state of Washington, legislation was passed in 2018 and revised in 2019 which 
guarantees college credit at Washington State colleges and universities when a student earns a 4 or better on 
any IB exam. This new legislation pairs nicely with the 2017 bill that was passed and provides students with 
college credit for successfully passing an AP exam with a score of 3 or higher. For students attending college 
outside of Washington State, credit may be awarded based on the exam score and college or university policy. 
 
Both BLHS and SHS monitor struggling students in order to offer academic and social support. At each school, 
financial aid for AP and IB exam fees is available for students who qualify for free and reduced-price lunch.  
  
Student Performance:  
Bonney Lake High School - Advanced Placement (AP) 

School Year # Taking 1 or 
more AP 
Classes 

# of Students 
Tested 

# AP Capstone 
Diploma 

Candidates 

% Taking the 
AP Exam 

Total Exams 
Taken 

# Passing Exam 
(3+) 

2014-15 323 235 -- 73% 416 140 

2015-16 326 241 -- 74% 371 144 

2016-17 399 341 -- 85% 610 209 

2017-18 401 333 -- 83% 603 203 

2018-19 438 343 13* 78% 627 204 

* First year of eligible students is the graduating class of 2019.  
  
Sumner High School--International Baccalaureate (IB)  

School Year # Taking 1 or 
more IB Classes 

# of Students 
Tested 

# or Diploma 
Candidates 

#/% Earned IB 
Diplomas 

Total Exams 
Taken 

# Passing Exam 
(4+) 

2014-15 382 79 39 29/74% 285 231 

2015-16 444 75 25 20/80% 226 187 

2016-17 471 82 43 34/79% 316 258 

2017-18 529 98 39 35/90% 311 255 

2018-19 495 84 30 *23/77% 251 197 

*Note: 3 students earned an overall score of 23 (24 earns the diploma); 1 student had 24 but too few points in their SL’s 
(this has never happened before!)  
 
 



 

 
Benefiting Parties:  Students experience college level coursework, preparing them for the rigors of college or 
university. There are multiple options for coursework (15 AP courses, 21 IB courses). Many of the courses are 
inquiry-based with implementation of research-based instructional strategies. The IB Diploma and AP 
Capstone Diploma are awarded  to top performers and are recognized by university admissions offices and 
scholarship programs.  
  
AP and IB teachers are trained by the College Board (AP) and International Baccalaureate (IB) to ensure high 
quality instruction in all courses. This builds a community of teacher-learners and develops their skills and 
knowledge in teaching their particular course. Currently, there are 16 AP-trained teachers at Bonney Lake High 
School and 33 IB-trained teachers at Sumner High School.  
 
What is working well?: BLHS continues to encourage students to take at least one AP course, and 
participation has steadily increased. From the class of 2019, 52 students were honored as “AP Scholars” in 
recognition of taking 5 or more AP classes during high school. Additionally, 13 students were honored with the 
AP Capstone Diploma for the first time ever!  
 
At SHS, the IB program is open to all students and, ideally, all students would take at least one IB course 
during high school. The diploma pass rate is consistently above the world average. The full diploma cohort is 
up from last year’s 31 to 37 this year. Full diploma candidates are required to complete a Creativity, Activity, 
Service (CAS) project. Students are learning and giving back to our community by providing donations to an 
orphanage in Nepal, donating books to Mary Bridge Children’s Hospital, providing coaching and equipment for 
youth soccer teams, just to name a few. High rates of teacher retention contributes to the program’s success at 
SHS, and students report back that they felt prepared for college courses. Finally, all of the students pass the 
Extended Essay requirement, which is not the case in all Diploma Programmes.  
 
Opportunities for improvement:  
Bonney Lake High School--Advanced Placement (AP)  
The school goal is to have every student at BLHS takes at least one AP class during high school. To support 
the continued growth, BLHS will be proactive in reaching out to students and consider automatic placement in 
an AP course if they earn a 4 on the SBA. BLHS would like to see students taking AP Spanish in the near 
future. To increase the number of AP tests taken, BLHS continues to look for any opportunity to remove 
financial barriers to taking the tests.  
 
Sumner High School--International Baccalaureate (IB)  
SHS has recently engaged in their five-year-review/self-study. Feedback from parents included the interest in 
seeing more higher level science offerings. HL Chemistry or Physics may be possible should there be sufficient 
students interested. Additionally, IB Computer Science is viewed as something that would enhance the 
program. Feedback from parents and students indicates that testing stress is a primary reason for not 
participating in the exams. SHS is hoping to support families and see the number of exams taken increase. 
This would provide even more feedback to teachers and, for the students, they could earn 5-10 college credits 
for slightly more than $100.  
 



 
 
DATE: December 4, 2019 
TO: Sumner - Bonney Lake School District Board of Directors 
FROM: Darla Offner--Elementary Program Administrator and Dr. Lindsay Lombardo--Director of 

Secondary Curriculum 
RE: Mathematics Board Report 

 

Purpose: The purpose of this report is to inform the Board of Directors regarding Elementary and Secondary 
Mathematics in the Sumner-Bonney Lake School District. 
 

Relation to Board Policy: 
● Policy 2000 - Student Learning Goals 
● Policy 2005 - School Improvement Plans 
● Policy 2020 - Course Design, Selection, and Adoption of Materials 
● Policy 2090 - Program Evaluation 

 

Background Information:  
Elementary: We are in year 3 of our Eureka Math curriculum implementation K-5.  Eureka lessons consist of 
daily fluency practice, multi-step problem solving, concept development, independent practice, debrief and exit 
ticket formative assessments.  K-3 students receive 60 minutes of math instruction daily and grade 4-5 
students receive 90 minutes daily.  
Secondary: We are in year 3 of our Core Focus on Math curriculum implementation for grades 6-8. Core Focus 
on Math lessons consist of prerequisite skill review, opportunities for students to explore new topics and build 
conceptual understanding, small group and individual practice, built in methods and models for 
student-to-student discourse, and formative and summative assessment. We are in year 2 of our SpringBoard 
Math curriculum implementation for Algebra 1 and Geometry at the middle and high school levels. In addition, 
we are in year 1 of our SpringBoard Math curriculum implementation for Algebra 2 at the high schools. These 
lessons consist of spiral review throughout, deep conceptual understanding and real-life application of 
concepts, embedded performance task assessments, independent practice, and formative and summative 
assessments aligned to the Smarter Balanced Assessment. 
 

Budget and/or Projected Costs:  $139,056 for materials, consumables, and professional learning.  
Elementary: $82,820 

● $ 76,000 Student consumable print materials (Currently seeking bids for the 20-21 school year) and 
teacher materials. 

● $   6,820  Professional Learning:  
○ Initial use training 
○ Math Learning Walks, Lesson Study, and Team Observation Cycles 

Secondary: $56,236 
● $17,500 Student and teacher materials 
● $38,736 Professional learning which includes the following: 

○ Framework writing and modifications for secondary math courses, including framework writing 
for Algebra 1 and Geometry Basics designed for students receiving Special Education services 

○ Initial use training for teachers new to Sumner-Bonney Lake or new to their content area 
○ Training and ongoing learning for intervention teachers at the middle school level and for 

Intensified Algebra at the high school 



 

 
Impacts to Student Performance:  
Spring 2019 Smarter Balanced Assessment Math Percent Meeting Standard Summary 

Grade 
Level 

3rd 4th* 5th 6th 7th* 8th 10th** 

WA State 58.0% 54.0% 48.3% 46.8% 48.7% 45.8% 40.2% 

SBLSD 69.7% 74.4% 66.7% 57.2% 68.0% 62.1% 48.0% 

*Fourth and seventh grade students in SBLSD outperformed the state by about 20% 
**64.3% SHS students met Grad Cut Score; 44.0% BLHS students met Grad Cut Score 
 
Over the last three to four years, there has been a significant investment in laying the foundation for a 
guaranteed and viable curriculum across our math classrooms in grades K-12. Students across all schools, in 
all classrooms have access to common, rigorous content. As we look ahead to next steps in impacting student 
performance, we are analyzing the grade levels and classrooms where our curricular resources and teacher 
practice have had the highest levels of success. 
 
Equity: Every student in every school has access to high quality resources that are aligned to standards. Our 
selected programs are designed to reach a range of learners, and support is provided for teachers to 
differentiate to meet individual and small group student needs. At the elementary level, there is a key focus on 
the use of consistent models to provide equitable access to rigorous content. This allows for all students to rely 
on what is familiar to access higher level skills. At the middle school level, we continue to evaluate our current 
practices for determining math course acceleration and intervention by utilizing data-informed methods for 
placement. Specifically with regard to intervention at the middle schools, we recently were able to implement 
i-Ready Math across all three buildings. This curriculum adapts to meet the learning needs of individual 
students. At the high school level, 17 of our math teachers attended Educator Academic Youth Development 
training in alignment with Culturally Responsive Teaching and the Brain (Hammond, 2015). They are 
continuing their learning through online modules in the 2019-2020 school year. 
 
Benefiting Parties:  
• Students benefit from engaging lessons that balance fluency, problem solving and conceptual 

understanding with opportunities for independent practice and assessment at a variety of depth of 
knowledge levels. 

• Teachers have a curriculum aligned to state standards and mathematical practices with opportunities for 
both formative and summative assessments. 

• Professional Learning Communities (PLCs) utilize agreed upon frameworks and common formative 
assessments to make data-informed decisions and align instructional practices to support differentiation 
and enrichment. 

• Families benefit from a coherent program with consistent models and strategies for their students in all 
grade levels across all schools. 

 
What is working well?:  
Teachers are: 

● Using agreed-upon curriculum frameworks that outline specific essential outcomes. 
● Analyzing SBA Claim and Target data, with some teacher teams drilling down to the standard level. 



 

 
● Collaborating to gain a deeper understanding of the standards within their Professional Learning 

Communities and during professional development opportunities. 
● Utilizing Interim Assessment Blocks and Focused Interim Assessment Blocks for formative assessment 

and instructional purposes aligned to SBA preparation. 
 
Students are: 

● Accessing high quality resources regardless of classroom placement. 
● Collaborating and making their thinking visible, demonstrating higher levels of engagement. 
● Demonstrating understanding through multiple measures of assessment. 
● Involved in the monitoring of their own progress with fluency, learning targets, and intervention goals. 

 
Opportunities for improvement: Increase student success on SBA by building teacher clarity and 
understanding of our priority standards in grades K-12 which includes: 

● Identifying priority standards in math that we will guarantee all students learn 
● Unpacking standards into student-friendly learning targets 
● Determining success criteria and aligning formative and summative assessments to the priority 

standards 
● Increasing professional learning on best practice instruction of the math standards including the 

mathematical practices. 
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